
IS HARD HIT,
Justice Gaynor Enjoins It from

Purchasing the Uhlmann
Franchise.

That Company, He Holds, Not Having
Complied with the Law, Has

Nothing to Sell.

AN ILLEGAL WASTE OF FUNDS.

The Injunction Granted on the Petition of

a Taxpayer.The Purchase Price Was

$200,000.The Commissioners
WiH Probably Appeal.

The new East River Bridge Commission
¦was temporarily enjoined from buying the
so-called Uhimann bridge franchises by
Justice Gaynor in the Supreme Court,
Brooklyn, yesterday. It recently agreed to

fay $200,000 for them. The Injunction was

issued on the petition of William Gordon,
a taxpayer. Judge Gaynor said:
"By an act of the Laws of 18921

the Legislature made Frederick Uhlmann
and other individuals a body corporate,
and gave away to such corporation a

franchise (viz., a permission or right) to

build two bridges across the East River
from Brooklyn to New York. Instead of
precisely locating the lines of the bridges,
the act provided that the first bridge
might be built anywhere between a

point at or near Broadway in the City
of Brooklyn, across the East River to a

point or place between Delancey and Riv-
lugton streets, New York,' and the second
one from anywhere between Bridge and
Little streets in Brooklyn, to anywhere be¬
tween Jackson and Scammeil streets in New
York. Each of these two spaces is wide
enough for several bridges. The act re¬

quired that the construction of the first
bridge should be begun within one year

» after the assent of the Federal Govern¬
ment thereto, and of the second bridge
within one year after the opening of
the first to public use. The first one may
be called the Williamsburg bridge, and
the second the Hudson avenue bridge, for
convenience of reference. The line of the
Williamsburg bridge was actually se¬
lected and established, and the assent of
the Federal authorities to the plan of the
said bridge was obtained in February, 1893.
Nothing was done within the prescribed
year thereafter, or has been done since,
in the actual work of construction of the
first bridge, unless the purchase of a small
lot of ground in the line of the Brooklyn
approach, and the setting therein of a ce¬
ment foundation jfive feet deep andfourand
one-half feet square, in Februarv, 1894
was a commencement of such construction
in good faith, and nov a mere pretence
upon which to make a claim that the com¬
pany complied with the requirement of the
statute and saved its charter from forfeit¬
ure. But inquiry into that subject is not
necessary"* as the charter could be de¬
clared forfeited only in an action brought
by the Attorney-General of the State for
that purpose.

HAS NO EXCLUSIVE RIGHT.
"As has been seen, the company had ac¬

tually selected a line for its Williamsburg
bridge, aind therefore had it by possession-
and the Commissioners having, as has been

/ seen, located the line of their bridge partly
on it, had the right to purchase the com¬
pany franchise to it. But the Commis¬
sioners have gone further than to purchase
..re franchise of the company to build that
bridge. As is exp/essed in the said agree¬
ment which they have entered into, thev
have also purchased the right to have the
New York end of their bridge go to some
extent over the north line of the wide space
within which the company by its said act
of incorporation is given the right to locate
its Hudson avenue bridge. But it never
hn* located it, and therefore it has no ex¬
clusive right to any particular line or part
of said space. Having, therefore, no ex¬
clusive right there as against the Commis¬
sioners, it had nothing there which the
Commissioners needed, and could, there¬
fore, use the public funds to buy; and to
so use such funds would be an illegal waste
thereof. The Legislature gave the com¬
pany no specified or located line, but only
the right to locate its line anywhere within
such designated space. Not having located
it, it has no exclusive right. Our State
Constitution expressly prohibits the Legis-
lature from 'granting to any private cor¬
poration, association or individual anv ex¬
clusive privilege, immunity or franchise
whatever. (Art. 8, gee. 18.) The Legisla¬
ture has not the power to grant to the

C0.Pan,y an exclusive franchise to
build and maintain a bridge or bridges over
the East River, or any section of it It
.,tlle P°^er to grant it a franchise to
build a bridge upon a line located nnd
designated in the act itself? or within a
given space or section of the river upon a
line to be located and pre-empted bv thp
company The line when located in iithe?
way would be exclusive, it is true, but not
because the Legislature did or could make
it so, but only because it would be uhvsi-
caly exclusive, in that two bodies are un-

"iine occupy ttie same sPace at the same

AN ILLEGAL WASTE OF FUNDS,
"The bridge company having, therefore,

established no right exclusive of the Com¬
missioners la the territory within the lines
of which it was given the right to locate the
Hudson avenue bridge, the portion nt
$-00,000 which is the consideration for tin-
purchase of a right In that territory
expenditure for nothing, and hence anilleira
waste of the public funds; and as the aerie'
pient does not disclose what that portion

80 ^at 'ts payment can be restrained
mailed®'^ ** a Whole must

Edward Lauterbach, counsel for the
Kiver Bridge Company, was seen it hi<»
office In the Farmers' Loan and Trust Coin
pany building in New York, and said th?tfn his opinion Justice Gaynor's injunction

"I have not seen the full expression of
the opinion," he said, "but as I understand
it. the fatal clauses in the contract a.

capable of double construction and th?«
will be no difficulty in takfng them oS!

changing them to suit the Court
There is nothing in the contract that stln"
ulates that elevated railroads shall £&
°Ker new bridge.only that approach^should be built at such grades as would
inuke this possible."

wouia

HOW A WINDOW WAS BROKEN.
Walters Objected to His Landlord Calling

Around for Rent on Sundays.
Meyer Gilbert, of No. 213 Middleton

street, Williamsburg, owner of the aoart
nient house No. 161 Harrison avenue, yes¬
terday applied for a warrant in the Lee
Avenue Police Court- for the arrest of
Charles Walters, a negro, who lives at theHarrison avenue address, charging hlm
rmiw- wi?tUS mlschlef- According to
Gilbert Walters smashed the glass and
frame of a window in his (Walter's) apart-
menu on Sunday. Gilbert had the broken
glass and window-frame in court
Walters, upon learning his landlord i.

tentlons, followed him to CoS?t *2."
c tared to Justice Goetting that the hro«irf!,
of the glass and window-frame w^ nnin8
tpnt ioual.

"a3 unLa"
"The trouble is," j3ald Walters, "giiw*

insists upon calling Sunday to collie hu
rent, anu ne always calls when I have rnvreligious duties to attend to. He callcd
again Sunday and I became angry, and heraised such a row that the glkss waSbroaen." The warrant was rranted
the hearing adjourned. granted, and

Still Hoping for Inion Street
The Nassau Railroad Company, 0f Brook-

lyn, is dissatisfied with the recent decision
of the Supreme Court Commission, which
decided against granting Union street for
railroad purooses. Secretary Cocheu said
yesterday the company would appeal as
only two of the three Commissioners had
reported adverse!/.

THE BROOKLYN THEATRES.
"Gentleman Joe's" Fun at the Columbia.

Kate Claxton Is at the Park and
Herrmann at the Amphion.

Fun and frolic ruled the Columbia Thea¬
tre last night, and James T. Powers, Flo
Irwin and Clara Wieland made many new

friends. "Gentleman Joe" is punctuated
with laughter and applause about every
third line, and if the weather improves
the operetta should be greeted with full
houses each night this week. The plot is
not distracting, but the music, bright
things and repartee are highly entertain¬
ing. The operetta is filled with pleasing
melodies that have become popular. James
T. Powers is in the title role of Gentle¬
man Joe, and introduces many of the
specialties for which he has become fa¬
mous. The character of Emma is taken by
Miss Clara Wieland, and Lalage Potts, a

dashing American heiress, is admirably
portrayed by Miss Flo Irwin. The negro
songs of Miss Irwin are alone worth going
to hear.

PARK THEATRE.
Kate Claxton was seen at the Park Thea¬

tre, Brooklyn, last night in her familiar
impersonation of the blind girl, Louise,
in the play of "The Two Orphans." Al¬
though Miss Claxton has played this char¬
acter some thousands of times, she still
seems to satisfy her admirers, and, indeed,
to play with as much charm and pathos
as she displayed a dozen years ago.
The supporting company was excellent.

Mr. Charles A. Stevenson as Jacques Fro-
chard was very good, as were Mr. Revel
Germalne. Mr. W. J. Brooks, Mr. "VY. F.
Clifton, Miss Elizabeth Garth, Miss Mary
Bingham and Miss Marion Sanford.

AMPHION THEATRE.
Herrmann, now called the Napoleon of

Necromancers, began a week's engagement
at the Amphion Theatre last evening, pre¬
senting a feast of magic, mirth and mys¬
tery. '"Seeing is believing" we are most
of us wont to say. but not when Herrmann
is before us. Iu addition to the usual thirty
minutes of sleight-of-hand tricks, he brings
a number of mechanical illusions to mystify
the audience, Including "Trilby," "The
Asiatic Trunk Mysterv," and a sketch
called "The Artist's Dream," termed a
magic comedy, with Herrmann as Mephlsto.
Mme. Herrmann takes the part of an art¬
ist, and two others figure lu this deceptive

A BOY IS HIS VICTIM,
Ten-Year-Old Edward Hertell Ac¬

cuses Shoemaker Allgaier
of Beating Him.

Eye-Witnesses Saythe Old Man Threw
the Child Through a Plate-

Glass Window.

THEY ALSO SAY HE KICKED HlM.

Charge of Theft Against the Boy Dismissed
and a Complaint of Assault Made

Against tha Shoemaker.Young
Hertell in a Serious Condition.

Edward. Hertell, ten years old, who
lives with his married sister, Mrs. Lillie
Grees, at No. 32 Thorntou street, Williams¬
burg, Is said to la a serious condition from
the result of a beating, alleged to hare been
received from Blasius Allgaier, a shoe
dealer, at No. 714 Broadway. Allgaier is
seventy years old.
On Wednesday evening last, while young

Hertell was parsing Allgaier's store, ho
playfully touched a pair of shoes which
hung from a hook, and caused them to fall
to the sidewalk. The boy became fright¬
ened, and ran away. John C. Allgaier, a

son of Allgaier, ran after young Hertell,
and, overtaking the boy, shook him violent¬
ly and took him back to the store, where
he was placed in charge of the elder All¬
gaier while the son went after a policeman.
While waiting for the return of his son,
It Is alleged by two eye-witnesses, John
Hamburger, of No. 34 Thornton street,
and Edward Rauscli, of No. 2G Thornton
street, Allgaier, after striking Hertell with
his fists, threw him down and kicked him

MISS LYONS'S READY WIT,
Lawyers Could Not Puzzle the

Smart Old Woman on the
Witness Stand.

She "Couldn't Always Tell if Men
Were Devils Until She Heard

Them Talk."

SHARP RETORTS TO QUESTIONS.

Her Mental Condition the Question at

Issue.She Is Eighty-seven Years Old
and Worth $60,000.Cannot Read

or Write, but She Can Figure.
Francos Lyons, the aged spinster' of

Peekskill, went into the Supreme Court,
Brooklyn, yesterday determined to show all
concerned in her case that she was any¬
thing but unbalanced mentally. It is
believed she succeeded, too. The pro¬
ceedings were instituted for the purpose of
having Miss Lyons and her property placed
in the hands of a committee.
Miss Lyons, who is worth $60,000, is

eighty-seven years old, but spry in move¬

ment and bright In conversation, although
she can neither read nor write. She was

asked if she talked with God.
"He has sustained me, but I don't dis¬

cuss business with the Almighty," ehe re¬

plied.
"Have you seen the Lord lately?" the

lawyer asked.
"No," Miss Lyons answered." Have you?"
The woman was asked if she hadn't told

the doctors that she was in communica¬
tion with Heaven, and this was her reply:
"They talked fol-de-rol and stuff ti me,

but I didn't bother my head about them."

DIED WHEN FORTUNE CAME
Mrs. Walsh's Father Built the Monitor Mo-

nadnock, but the Government De¬
layed Payment for Years.

Mrs. Lydia A. Walsh, sixty-eight years
old, died Sunday evenii^ at her home, No.
191 Penn street, Williamsburg, of apoplexy.
Mrs. Walsh attended the services at the
Ross Street Presbyterian Church on Sun¬
day and was apparently in good health.
On the way to her home, accompanied by

her daughter, Mrs. W. D. Little, she com¬

plained of feeling faint, and a moment later
was stricken with apoplexy. The woman
was carried into the house of A. P. Day, at

Hooper street and Lee avenue, where she
was attended by Dr. Myerle, a nephew, who
had her removed to her home. She re¬

mained unconscious until she died.
Mrs. Walsh was the daughter of the late

Phineas Burgess, a well-known shipbuilder.
More than twenty years ago he was award¬
ed a contract for the framework and hull,
with the exception of the armor, of the
monitor Monadnock. The building of the
vessel was delayed for years. Mr. Burgess
instituted suit against the Government and
recently the Court of Claims awarded the
heirs thousands of dollars. Mrs. Walsh was

to come in for a share of the claim.

THE STORM IN BROOKLYN.

Eighteen Inches of Snow Fell in Places,
but Traffic Was Only Slightly

Interfered With.

Brooklyn suffered considerably from the
storm, which recalled some of the incidents
of the 1888 blizzard. The snow was piled
up to a height of eighteen Inches In places.
,The railroad companies sent out all their
snow ploughs at daybreak, and it required
their united efforu to keep the trackB
cleared.
Drivers of trucks, grocery, milk and de¬

livery wagons found it difficult to get
arouiid the city because of the condition
of the streets. Many milk dealers went
their rounds on sleighs.
The work of removing the snow from the

) Mow the Snow Was Removed from the Bridge.
It was dumped Into the East River, and when it mingled with the smoke from steam craft it tnrned as black as the Chicago brand. Passengers on tjie decks of

passing ferryboats had lively times dodging the huge snowballs. From the river front of Brooklyn the scene was a novel on<K

dream. Part four consists of a bewildering
spectacular dance creation by Adelaide
Herrmann. There certainly Is but one
Herrmann, and his wife is a valuable aid
to him in entertaining the public. A spe¬
cially arranged programme to interest ladies
and children will be given at the Wednes¬
day and Saturday matinees.

NO EVIDENCE TO CONVICT.

Mrs. Lalor Will Probably Be Acquitted of
the Charge of Murd«r.

The Queens County Grand Jury will take
up the Lalor murder case to-morrow, but
it Is doubtful whether District-Attorney
Noble will p ish It to an Indictment.
Mrs. Minnie Lalor is charged with kill¬

ing her son, William, on the morning of
January 2, and John Flelschauer, a former
companion of the murdered man, Is charged
with complicity in the crime. No direct
testimony was given against the prisoner
at the Coroner's inquest, or the police
court hearing.
District-Attorney Noble says that he does

not think the evidence in his possession is
sufficient to convict, and should an in¬
dictment be found and a trial had with
an acquittal following, it would bar any
future action against the accused.
Thomas C. Kaciiin, counsel for Mrs.

Lalor, says that if the present Grand Jury
does not find a true bill against his client,
he will demand her immediate discharge
from jail.

Werz Goes to Jail.
William W#rz, of No. 4^8 Marcy avenue,

Williamsburg, whose wife died Sunday, in
the Flatbu3h Hospital, was arraigned yes¬
terday in the Lee Avenue Police Court and
committed to jail pending the result of the
autopsy. Werz still denies that he was in
any way cruel to his wife. Before he was
taken to jail he turned over to the hus¬
band of his stepdaughter the insurance
policy that he had on his wife. The dead
woman had some days before -her death
signed over the insurance to her daughter.

New Railroad for Rockaway.
Rockaway. L. I., March 16..A franchise

has been granted by the trustees of Far
Rockaway to the Long Island Electric Rail¬
way to operate through the village. The
company has been trying to get the desired
permission for a y»ar. President A.
R. Hart says the work of building the road
will be commenced as soon as the weather
permits. The company proposes next year
to build to Freeport, Hempstead and Rock-
ville Centre. The road will extend to
Brooklyn by way of Jamaica.

Mr. Love'ii Leg Ampntated,
Plalnfleld, N. J., March 16..William A.

Love, a bridge builder, was brought to the
Muhlenberg Hospital last night, with his
foot badly crushed. The doctors found It
necessary to ampntate the limb. Love was
hurt while at work on the new railroad
bridge over the Raritan RiTer at Bound
Brook yesterday.

about the body. Tiring, of this, it is al¬
leged, he grabbed the boy, who was in a

half-conscious condition, and deliberately
threw him headlong through the plate-
glass window In the door. The boy fell
senseless on the sidewalk, and was carried
into a drug store on the corner, where his
Injuries were dressed by an ambulance
surgeon. The little fellow was suffering
from several cuts about the head.
A crowd gathered in front of the store

and, it is said, made a hostile demonstra¬
tion against the elder Allgaier. When
young Allgaier returned with a policeman
his father insisted that the boy be arrested,
despite his injuries, on a charge of attempt¬
ing to steal the shoes. Allgaier denied
having assaulted the boy, and said that
young Hertell had jumped through the
store door window in his effort to escape
before a policeman arrived.
The policeman took the boy to the sta¬

tion house, where he was paroled until the
next morning to appear in the Lee Avenue
Police Court, and Justice Goetting ad¬
journed the case for a hearing.
When young Hertell reached his home

he was taken ill and complained of severe

pains in his head. He refused food, and
at times, it is said, was delirious. Yester¬
day the case was again called in the Lee
Avenue Police Court. The boy, despite
his condition, was .brought to court with
his head swathed in bandages, and he
could scarcely speak. Mrs. Hertell accom¬

panied her son. Allgaier was also on hand
to prosecute the boy. Young Hertell told
how he had touched the shoes and how
they fell from the hook. Hamburger and
Rausch, who had witnessed the alleged as¬

sault upon the boy, also testified.
Justice Goetting dismissed the complaint

of larceny and caused the boy to make a

charge against Allgaier for assault. As
soon as the complaint was dl-awn up All¬
gaier was arraigned and pleaded not guilty.
He was then paroled for trial.

A Man Shocked by Llelitninif.
Elizabeth, N. J., March 16..While M. Stan¬

ley Nelson, operator at the Passaic telegraph
office in this city, was at his work to-night, a
flash of lightning was seen and he felt a severe
shock over the wire. One of his hands was on
the relay which formed a circuit through which
the current passed. He /was able to continue
after a few minutes. It Was the second flash
of lightning of the season.

Fire Adds a Terror at Orange.
Orange, N. J., March 16..The heavy snow¬

storm which started here early yesterday morn¬

ing has greatly interfered with travel on street
and roads, but up to late this afternoon no
blockades have been reported. A fire on Tre-
mont avenue called out the Fire Department at
10 o'clock this morning, and it was with great
difficulty that the apparatus reached the scene,
over a mil® away.

The next question was, ' Did ytra tali*
with devils?"

"I can't always tell if men are devils
until I hear them talk."
Another question brought the following

retort from Miss Lyons:
"For gracious sake don't talk such rub¬

bish. I pray to God nightly, and thank
Him daily for His mercies to me."
Miss Lyons was then asked if Dr. Dana

had examined her, ani she said: "He held
up two fingers and asked show many?'
Then four, and asked the same question."
"What month is this?"
"Its March, blustering, stormy March,

that always brings us storms."
"Can you count?"
"Yes, all the money I can get." (Lauga-

ter.)
"Have you made a will?"
"My brother hadn't been dead a week be¬

fore old Coffin wanted me to make a wil';
but I'll make it in my own time and to suit
myself."
In reply to a question about her educa¬

tion, Miss Lyons said she could neither read
nor write. "If I could write I would make
some people fly around and ituud their own
affairs."
"Is your memory good?':
"It must be good or I couldn't remember

the deviltries of people arouul me."
Justice Van Wyck reserved his decision.

TO CELEBATE IN BROOKLYN.

Mayor Wurster and the Aldermen Wili Re¬
view the St. Patrick's Day Parade.

In Brooklyn to-day the "wearers of the
green" will trudge through the snow, if
the rain leaves any snow, and will be re¬
viewed by Mayor Wurster and the Board
of Aldermen at the City Hall. Christopher
C. Cusick will be the grand marshal, and
nearly all the Irish societies of Brooklyn
will be represented in the parade.
In the evening the St. Patrick's Society

will have its annual dinner in the Art
Assembly Rooms, on Montague street. An¬
drew McLean, Senator Frank Gallagher,
John E. Fitzgerald, of Brooklyn, and prob¬
ably Mayor Wurster will be among the
speakers.
In the eastern district there will be the

dinner of the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick.
The schools of Long Island City will bo

closed to-day. "I knew there would be va¬
cant class rooms, as 75 per cent of the chil¬
dren would stay home, so I thought I'd
have them closed," said Mayor Gleason
yesterday.
There may be no parade, but if the Irish

societies decide to turn out, they will be
reviwed by the Mayor. In the evening
Mayor Gleasou will be a guest at the din¬
ner of St. Patrick's Society In Brooklyn.

Art Institute in Control.
The Brooklyn Institute of Arts and Sci¬

ences has purchased a controlling Interest
in the Art Asoociation building, on Mon¬
tague street. It bought the ninety-one
shares held by the Gordon L. Ford estate.
The institute now controls 192 out of 275
shares, which are valued at each.

Bridge was begun before daybreak. The
men worked all day before they had the
promenade and roadways entirely clear.
The snow was loaded in carts and taken
to various points and dumped Into the
river. Ferryboats, tugs and other small
craft had lively times dodging the loads as
they fell. The snow as it fell from the
structure was caught by the wind and
widely scattered. The smoke and steam
from the Fulton ferryboats mingled with
it and darkened it until it resembled black
Sh >w, such as sometimes visits Chicago.

N ODD CHARACTER GONE.
Too Proud to Accept Charity, Old Nancy

Died in Poverty at the Side of
Her Invalid Husband.

Sayville, March 16..Old Nancy Hennes¬
sey's body was buried in the little grave¬
yard at Bohemia to-day. With her death
one of the oddest characters on the south
side of Long Island has passed away. She
was nearly eighty years old and did not
weigh more than eighty pounds. Still she
made weekly trips from the little hut oc¬

cupied by herself and her invalid husband
to Sayville, a distance of three miles, to
purchase their necessities. The woman al¬
ways carried a much faded and worn um¬
brella and an old basket.
Nobody seems to know where the Hen*

nesseys came from. They settled here over
forty years ago. The couple built a small
hut near the village of Bohemia. The old
man, then in the prime of life, cleared
several acres of woodland, and planted hi*
crops, but for many years he has been
an invalid.
All their live stock were housed in the

apartment occupied by the old couple, and
roamed at will about the cabin.
Of late years many charitable people

have tried to help the old couple, but their
endeavors were met with repulses. On one
occasion when their abode was visited a
small amount of money was left with
other articles. The following day old
Nancy came to Sayville and spent the day
looking for the donor. After finding him
she flung the money back, saying "The
Hennesseys are not beggars.". The old
couple have suffered much of late.

It was not until last Friday that their
pitiable condition was known. Henry Rey¬
nolds, a young ma n, called at their house
and found old Nancy sick and dying.
Heynolds reported the- case to the authori¬
ties and medical aid was sent to the old
woman. The following morning her dead
body was found in bed. Hennessey was
apparently unconscious that his wife was
stiff in death by his side.

It was said that the old couple have a
son living in Philadelphia who is wealthy.
Old Nancy was a Quaker when a girl.
Found Exhausted in the Snow.
Mrs. Libbie Lowensteln, twenty-four

years old, who lives at No. 39 Throop av¬

enue, Williamsburg, was removed to St.
Catharine's Hospital at an early hour yes¬
terday morning, having been found In an
exhausted condition on a heap of snow in
Wythe avenue near Wallabout street. The
woman said she was returning to her home
when she became 111 and fell in the snow.

LUKS ACCUSER OF ARSON.
It Is Alleged He Tried to Bum

His Home and His Wife
and Children.

Smashed a Burning Lamp Upon the
Floor, It Is Said, and Then

Piled Bedding Upon It

HIS FAMILY HEMMED IN BY FIRE.

Their Screams Brought Police and Fire¬
men to Their Aid.Luks Arrested and

Committed to Jail in Default
of $10,000 Bail.

Alfred E. Luks, the East New York veterl-
his widow. He did not do well in the drug
the house at No. 2670 Atlantic avenue,
Brooklyn, was held for the action of the
Grand Jury yesterday by Police Justice
Harriman. The charge preferred against
him is one of arson in the first degree.
Bail was fixed at $10,000, in default of
which he was committed to Raymond Street
Jail.
Luks is a chemist and pharmacist, as

well as a veterinary surgeon. He was

formerly employed In a drug store on the
ground floor of the building which he Is
charged with setting on Are. The druggist
died a few years ago, and Luks married
his widow. He did not de well In the drug
business, and gave it up for the practice
of his profession. He has also been promi¬
nent In Twenty-sixth ward politics, and Is
a delegate to the General Committee of
the Shepard Democracy In Kings County.
Mrs. Louise Mittendorf, who, with her

six children, lives on the top floor of the
Atlantic avenue house, was the principal
witness against Luks. She told how he.
came home intoxicated on Monday even¬
ing, and after threatening to kill his wife,
started in to "burn up the old ranch."
Seizing a big kerosene lamp, Mrs. Mitten¬

dorf said, Luks dashed it to the floor at
the top of the stairs on the second Btory
opposite the door of his apartments. The
blazing oil spread over the carpet. Then,
she said, Luks dragged out a lot of bed¬
ding and threw it on the blaze, remarking
that he might as well make a good hot
lire of it.
Mrs. Mittendorf and Mrs. Luks, with the

six children, were cut off from escape by
the stairway. They begged for mercy, but
he was determined, it is alleged, to al¬
low no one to escape. When Mrs. Mitten¬
dorf tried to extinguish the flames he threat¬
ened to kill her. she says.
The woman then opened the windows on

the top floor and shouted for help. The
police and firemen came. The fire was
extinguished, but not before the building
was filled with smoke. Dr. Luks was ar¬
rested as he was leaving the housq.
Mrs. Luks had to be removed yesterday

to the residence of her sister. She is un¬
der a physician's care and Is said to be
in a critical condition. She sent word to
court that she would prefer a charge
against her husband for threatening her
life.
All the parties aTe well known In East

New York, and the affair has created great
excitement. Mrs. Luks Is the owner of
the building.

Fart of Uhlman's
Gharter Repealed.

Albany, March 16..But two bills of in¬
terest to Brooklyn were acted on by the
Legislature at its session to-night. One was

Assemblyman Cullen's, providing for a free
public bath in the Sixth Ward; the other
Assemblyman Brennan's, appropriating
$20,000 to carry out the provisions of the
law requiring teaching as to the effects
of liquor and tobacco to the public school
children. Each was passed by the House
and will in all probability pa^s the Senate,
ate.

A few new bills were introduced by the
Kings County members. Among them were
the following: By Senator Brush, author¬
izing the transfer of unexpended balances
of department funds; also, providing for
the payment of outstanding Gravesend and
New Utrecht bonds; also, repealing that
section of the Uhlmann charter providing
for the building of a bridge at or near
Hudson avenue. The last Is Intended to
put a stop to the necessity for any further
purchase of charters.

*.*
The wants of the Brooklyn Civlf Service

Commission, amounting to just $10,000, are

provided for by a bill appropriating that
sum, which was introduced for Assembly¬
man Wilson in his abrsence.

BRUTUS ANGERS CASSIUS.
A Question of Patronage Causes Warm

Words in the Office of the Reform
Mayor of Brooklyn.

The quarrel scene between Brutus and
Casslus, with variations, bringing it up to
date, was enacted In the City Hall, Brook¬
lyn, yesterday. The principal actors were

Mayor Wurster, who is not an Ideal Bru¬
tus, and City Clerk Joseph Benjamin, \frho
possesses some of the qualities attributed
to Mr. Cassius. It is said of him that he
examines the City Hall from top to bottom
dally to see If there are any unfilled public
trusts lying around loose which residents
of the Sixteenth and Twepty-flrst wards
might want.
Yesterday, accompanied by Mark Cohen,

Dr. Harberger and another member of the
Fidelity Club, City Clerk Benjamin called
on the Mayor. He had a searching, anx¬

ious, unsatisfied look, which betokened his
mission.
"Well, sir," said the Mayor, "what can I

do for you, to-day?"
Benjamin made some remark that sound¬

ed like: "Recognition for my friends."
The Mayor, who is a plain, blunt man

when he is not talking about the excise
question, replied: "I don't propose to rec¬
ognize anybody but friends, where It is a
question of politics."
This rather puzzled Benjamin, who re¬

garded the Mayor as at least friendly to
him.
"You knew," said Benjamin. "I was

pledged to your opponent (meaning W. C.
Bryant), but when you were nominated I
supported you loyally."
The Mayor said he was not sure about

that. Benjamin retorted that he had used
his own judgment before the Mayor was
nominated. He added to this: "You are
a bigger dictator than the Boss ever dared
to bo In his palmiest days."
Benjamin then left, but his friends re.

malned to smooth out tin? ruffles he had
made. Finally the Mayor said he would
endeavor to reward the members of the
Fidelity Club "for their noble work" In
the grand cause of reform.

Staten Island Engagements.
Snug Harbor, S. I., March 16..Staten

Island society has a new topic in the an¬

nouncement of the engagement of Miss
Ethel Sloan, of Snug Harbor, to Mr. Seth
T. Bush, of Rochester, N. Y. Miss Sloan,
who is a debutante of the season just
closed, is a daughter of the Rev. and Mrs.
Arthur Sloan, and Is pretty and popular.
Mr. Bush is of a well-known Rochester
family and is said to be quite wealthy.
The date of the wedding has not yet been
set. New Brighton residents are greatly in¬
terested in two other engagements just an¬
nounced.those of Miss Maud Robinson and
William Gordon and Miss Louise Stake, of
Tompkinsvllle, and J. C. L. Byrnes.

SAVED FROM EVICTION.
Mrs. Mary Anderson and Her Little Ones'

Helped by Justice 1 igho and
The Journal.

Mrs. Mary Anderson has found friends
In her adversity. Thanks to them, she had
a shelter over her head last night, and
was not thrown with her three Uttle one*
into the slush that filled the streets. Jus¬
tice James G. Tighe and the Journal have
relieved the woman's immediate wants and
the Police Department sent a physician
to attend to her sick baby.
Mrs. Anderson is the wife of Philip An¬

derson, who was a policeman in the Six«
teenth Street Station House in Brooklyn.
As already told in the Journal, he disap¬
peared on March 2. On the same day %
girl, who lived in Fifteenth street, left he*
home.
Anderson's wife, who lives at No. 843

Sackett street, was left penniless. She had
three children, the oldest a girl of seven.
On Saturday her baby, a little girl, becdme
sick with measles. Then the landlord
asked for rent, and when it was not
foi t hcoming sued out a dispossess warrant.
The Journal published the facts of the

case, and called the attention of Justice!
Tighe to the matter. He, when the case-
came before him yesterday morning, ad«!
journed it for a week. Last night the Jour-!
nal provided Mrs. Anderson with means to
purchase food. The Police Department sent'
Dr. Brent to look after the sick baby.
"I am very thankful to the Journal and'

Justice Tighe," said Mrs. Anderson last
night. "I do not know what I would have
done, with no money and a sick baby on
my hands. When the child recovers I will
try to get some work. I am not lazy. I
can wash or scrub, and I am a fairly good!
needlewoman."

Sliieren Tells AVliat He Learned. J
Ex-Mayor Schieren spoke before All

Souls' Club In All Souls' Universalis*
Church, in South Ninth street, Williams-
burg last night on "What I Learned la
the Mayor's Chair." There was a good at¬
tendance, notwithstanding the inclement
weather.

You order of a custom tailor.
You're dissatisfied with the suitj

when finished.no real reason, sim-H
ply you don't like it.

You're uncomfortable while I
wearing it, and you throw it aside |
before it's worn out.but you have.)
to pay for it.
Here you get all the custom

tailor gives, and "What he doesn't
give."you're money back if you
want it."

Rogers Peet & Co
Prince and Broadway.
Warren and Broadway.
Thirty-second and Broadway.

EST' D I807,

Chatham Square

COWPERTHWAIT.
Row of 7 Stores,;

Furniture,
Carpets, Etc.

Everything for Housekeeping.
Best Goods !

Lowest Prices !

Largest Stock /¦
$65 worth.$1 weekly.

$100 worth.$6 monthly.
$1,000 worth.$50 monthly.

Any amount on as
Liberal Terms.

Collections made if requested
OPEN SATURDAY EYENINGS.

Jjjp fUNT'SpINEpURNITURB
"TEMPUS FUGIT,"

as translated by one schoolboy^*
means "fly-time."
Summer weather is not so far off!.

If you intend to furnish or decorate
your country villa, why not take
advantage of the preferable oppor¬
tunity, which is NOW? We are

prepared to submit ideas and esti¬
mates for interior decoration and
to show the latest and most novel
styles in Summer furniture.
A wealth of entirely new designs

to choose from, and at manufactur¬
ing prices, as you

"buy ofthe maker"

Geo. C.Flint C<V
43.45 ano 47 WEST 23 ?ST j

NEAR BROADWAY.

factory: 154and (56 west I9?street

COWPERTHWAIT S
D r" i I A D I C such bargains in
nLLIADLL rare Oriental Rugs will
/*\ a DDTTC be offered again. Do
OnnrL I O. not miss this chance.

LONG CREDIT.
104 West 14th Street.


